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Resolved to Grow in 2009 
right now: “In 2009 I am 
determined that my knowl-
edge of God’s Word will 
grow.” Apply yourself to 
the study of God's Word!  It 
will automatically follow 
that your faith will grow.  
Hence, you will grow and 
develop spiritually and 
your actions will demon-
strate the “good and accept-
able and perfect will of 
God.” 
 Make this your con-
fession:  I am determined 
my knowledge of God’s 
Word will grow. My under-
standing of God’s Word 
will grow. Therefore, faith 
will come and my faith will 
grow.  I will grow and de-
velop spiritually this year 
and live and do the work of 
God.  I am resolved to 
grow in Faith in 2009! 
 Begin this Sunday to 
carry your Bible to church. 
When the Scripture is read 
and you hear the Word 
preached, look it up and get 
it deep down in  your spirit. 
Then when you need faith 
to put you over, the Word 
will come forth out of your 
mouth through faith and 
give you victory.  Praise 
God!   

Rev. McGill 
  

Have you made a firm deci-
sion to move forward and 
grow in 2009? Paul in writ-
ing to Timothy put his finger 
on the key to growth. If you 
want to grow as a complete 
person, you will need to 
grow spiritually. 
 Paul instructed Timo-
thy to: “Fight the good fight 
of faith; take hold of the 
eternal life to which you 
were called” (1 Timothy 
6:12) If you are going to 
grow in 2009 you will have 
to learn how to “fight the 
good fight of faith!” 
 The best resolution 
you can make today is that 
in 2009 your knowledge of 
God’s Word will grow. In 
Romans 12:2 Paul exhorts 
us with these words: “Do 
not be conformed to this 
world but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, 
that you may prove what is 
the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.”  You 
see, the devil knows that if 
he can keep you too busy to 
spend time in God’s Word 
he can keep you defeated 
and weak in faith. 
 In Romans 10:17 we 
read, “...faith comes by hear-
ing and hearing by the word 
of God.”  So we see that 
faith comes from hearing the 

word of God preached and 
reading the Bible daily.  The 
only fight we as Christians 
are called to fight is the 
Fight of Faith! 
 If you’re in  another 
kind of fight, you’re in the 
wrong fight! There’s no 
need to fight the devil—
Jesus has already defeated 
him. There is no need fight-
ing sin—Jesus is the cure for 
sin. But there is a fight and 
that involves the enemies or 
hindrances to faith.  
 The greatest enemy to 
faith is a lack of understand-
ing God’s Word. In fact, all 
hindrances to faith center 
around this lack of knowl-
edge; because you cannot 
believe or have faith beyond 
your actual knowledge of 
the Word of God. Can you 
see how important it is for 
the Christian to have a clear 
knowledge and understand-
ing of the Scriptures? 
 Your faith will auto-
matically grow as your un-
derstanding of God’s Word 
grows (Rom 10:17). If your 
faith is not growing, it is 
because your knowledge of 
God’s Word is not growing. 
And you cannot grow or 
develop spiritually if you are 
not growing in faith. 
 Make that resolution 

S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  o f  
 i n t e r e s t :  

♦ 4th: Epiphany Sunday, 
Communion; Confirma-
tion Class begins 

♦ Angel Food: see the cal-
endar 

♦ 11th: YF Kick-Off 

♦ 17th: Angel Food Pickup 

♦ 19th: M.L. King Day, 
office closed 

♦ 21st: Parent Seminar 
Series begins 



BAPTISMS 
Jean A. English 
Brian J. McAnany 
Katie Lynn Tomeo 
 

DEATH 
Audrey Heisner, November 24 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
James, Susan, Jeffrey and Ryan 
Gibilante 
 
Rev. Carolyn Segich  
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

  

To Homebound member 
Shirley Chavis, January 17 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson once 
said, “Never lose an opportu-
nity of seeing anything that is 
beautiful, for beauty is God’s 
handwriting—a wayside sacra-
ment.”  
 It is in seeing the presence 
of God’s love through Jesus in 
this Church Family that in-
spires us as your pastors to 
consider the Lord leading us to 
such a wonderful situation as 
serving you here at Mount 
Hope Church. 
 We’re writing to thank 
you for your love,  prayers and 
support over this past year. 

You have shown your dedication 
to us and the Lord in many ways. 
Suzanne and I, Pastor George and 
Pastor Phil and Linda express our 
thankfulness for those who have 
reached out to us over this past 
year giving us support during 
times when we felt burdened with 
the load of ministry. One can truly 
say that there is a spirit of love 
expressed in this Church Family. 
 We would also like to thank 
you for your tremendous generos-
ity in the presentation of our 
Christmas gift. It is with  grateful 
hears that we accept the thought-
fulness of so many who not only 

sustain us and support their pas-
tors, but overwhelm us with 
love. We also want to say thanks 
for the many cards we receive 
but are unable to acknowledge 
in any individual and personal 
way. 
 We celebrate with you the 
greatest Gift ever given—the 
Gift of Jesus Christ!  May we 
never lose any opportunity of 
helping those in need to experi-
ence the beauty of His love! 
 Our love to you, 
Pastors Tom, Phil and 
George 

A Letter from Your Pastors 

UNKNOWN  ADDRESSES 
 Can you help us? Please call the 
church office. The following mem-
bers’ addresses are unknown: 
Zachary Albert, Sandra Campbell, 
Patrick Carney,  Sean and Melissa 
Donovan,  Ralph Fields, Betty 
Gottier, Erik Hallermeier, Kristie 
Hamre, Patricia and Stanley Heer, 
Deborah Highfield, Stephen 
Janis, Susan  Jirak, Ben and Julia 
King, Douglas and Karen King, 
John Kirk, Dawn and Shanna 
Marshall, Mamie Maxwell, John 
Michael, Heather Mozzoni, Ed-
ward Murray, Susan O’Neill, 
Jessie Oppenheim, Linda Pastor, 
Don and Brenda Porter, Amanda 
Reynolds, Nicole Stant, Sherry 
Voorhees, Connie Werner, Fran 
and Terri Westenberger,    
       Clementine Whetstone.  

the God who loves them.   
  Confirmation classes for 
Mount Hope will begin Sunday 
January 4th at 9:30 am. Classes 
will meet during the Sunday 
School hour. Confirmation 
graduation is scheduled for Sun-
day April 19th 2009.  The classes 
are open to any youth ages 13 
and up who wish to explore their 
faith and join our church.  

 Pastor Phil 

profess publicly their faith in 
Christ.  The time then could be 
described as a faith journey or 
an examination of what one 
truly believes.  This being so, a 
youth then need not have an 
exhaustive knowledge of scrip-
ture and doctrine prior to attend-
ing the class.  All that is re-
quired is a openness to discover 
the truths about themselves and 

 A very significant part of 
any church or organization is its 
youth! The Bible states, “Let no 
one despise your youth, but be 
an example to the believers in 
word, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 
4:12) Confirmation is a time in 
a young person’s life when he 
or she learns the basic doctrines 
of Christianity and a time to 

Pastor Phil and his family 
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the members 

of the Trustees board and all in-
volved who have helped in the 
home improvements to the 1680 

Erb Drive parsonage. We feel 
much taken care of and know that 
you as a congregation love us.    

Beginning January 21st Pastor 
Phil will host a video series 
by James Dobson titled “The 
Essentials of Discipline”.  
The seminar is for any parent 

or individual who wants to learn 
more about the Biblical princi-
ples of disciplining children. 
Babysitting will be provided.  
The sessions will be approxi-

mately 1 hour long beginning 
at 6:30pm and meet in Hab-
bersett Hall.  Please plan to 
attend this important time of 
learning practical Christian 
parenting principles.   

The Domino Effect of Blessing 
When the Lord chose Abram 
and renamed him Abraham, 
He brought him out of Ur of 
the Chaldees and sent him to a 
place where he would be the 
father of a nation. Abraham's 
name means "extraordinary 
father," "father of nations," 
and "father of many." The 
Lord said that Abraham 
would be a blessing to every 
nation in the world. Then He 
went even further and said 
that Abraham would be a 
blessing to every family on 
the planet. Now that is an 

extraordinary promise, that one 
man could have gained God's atten-
tion to such a degree that he caused 
a domino effect of blessing on the 
earth. It is a Kingdom reality that 
makes it possible for every single 
family on the planet to be affected 
by one person's life.  
 We have to rethink the value 
of an individual and what one per-
son can accomplish through a life 
of faith. Your name may never be 
remembered. That's not what is 
important. The effect of a life of 
faith-fullness is what's important. 
There is to be a domino effect from 

what God has done in our lives 
until it affects everyone around us. 
We are to faithfully deposit and 
release what we've been given to 
the people God has given us to 
influence. This is our privilege and 
responsibility.  
 It is possible to have an in-
creased impact on humanity simply 
because the Lord has commis-
sioned us to pour out our lives into 
other people. Simply summarized: 
everything you get, you get to give 
away. Your personal breakthrough 
with God is to become a corporate 
blessing.   ~ Bill Johnson 

Confirmation 2009 

Thank You from the Ealys 

Parent Seminar Series 
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Listen to the “Word” 
Did you  wonder why  you  
ever started to listen to the 
word “stewardship?” And 
you may be tired of hearing 
about it, but you know, 
you’ve been living it all your 
life. It’s true! Read on. 
 What would you call 
more than 40 people volun-
teering their time to help 
with Angel Food Ministry?  
It is “stewardship.” Or what 
would you call at least 
twelve people serving a 
Christmas dinner to staff and 
others at church?  Or another 
group of ladies and men who 
give of their time to serve 
funeral luncheons to those 
who are remembering a 
loved one who has passed?  
That’s stewardship!  That is 

sharing their time and gifts to 
brighten another’s day. 
 Or, how about the choirs 
and the instrumentalists who 
share their talents, or ushers 
and greeter and officers who 
continue through the year 
faithfully at their duties; that 
is all stewardship. 
 You see, what we want to 
make clear is that stewardship 
is an attitude. It’s not so much 
what we do, as it is why we 
are doing something. 
 To connect the term 
“stewardship” strictly with a 
fund drive or a census, then, is 
not really doing it justice. 
Because census work and 
fund drives are projects we 
do, complete, and then they 
are over with. It can’t be the 

same for stewardship.  
 Stewardship is an ongo-
ing happening or process. It 
is a continuous revelation that 
God has given us special 
“gifts;” special talents. By 
these gifts or talents, we can 
reveal God to the world. The 
touch of God can be felt in 
another’s life, and sensitivity 
to the needs of others is the 
healing, helping hand of God. 
Does this sound like a defini-
tion of Christian charity?  If 
so, it is because that’s stew-
ardship. Beautiful is a phe-
nomenon that is never appar-
ent itself, but is reflected in a 
thousand different works of 
the Creator. (Goethe) 

In the Dawn of a New Year 
Most gracious heavenly 
Father, 
I open the dusty pages of 
the volumes of yesteryear 
and brush away the cob-
webs. 
Shiny glimpses of what 
might have been are re-
vealed. 

My thoughts resound with 
“What if?” and “Why didn’t I?” 
closely followed by echoes of 
regret and disappointment. Mer-
ciful Father, 
In the bright light of the dawn 
of a new year, enable me to put 
away the past...release the lin-
gering shadows of regret and 

doubt. 
Remind me that I am the work 
of your hand. Let me enter each 
day with my hand grasped 
tightly in  Yours, ready to walk 
with You… in step with my 
Master. Thank you, Lord, 
Amen. 

~ Julia Mosely Roper 

to the stranger. “Grace, we 
need you!” 
 It was only a moment 
before Grace and the 
stranger were in animated 
conversation. Several min-
utes passed before Grace 
looked up and said, “Sarah, 
you’ll never believe what 
I’m about to tell you! This 
lady has just come to the 
States. She’s been in Phila-
delphia only a few weeks. 
She’s a Christian and has 
been praying that God 
would show her a church 
where she could find some-
one who speaks her dialect 
of Chinese. She says that 
God told her He would 
show her the place.” 

 “She told me,” Grace 
went on, “that she has 
walked the streets for a mile 
or two around here every 
Sunday, stopping outside 
each church she’d find. She 
said that she’d pause by 
every church signboard, bow 
her head and pray, ‘Dear 
God, is this the place?’ It 
was today that she reached 
us and as she prayed by our 
sign she finally heard God 
say, ‘Yes, this is the place. 
Go in.’ ” 
 When Sarah finished I 
must tell you I had a tear in 
my eye and even as I now 
write a lump in my throat. Is 
not this story  suggestive of 
how the Lord Jesus comes to 

us, as He did in Bethlehem, 
disguised and as a stranger? 
He often comes in the guise 
of other people, especially 
people—strangers—in need. 
It was not for nothing Jesus, 
in one of His last and most 
powerful parables, spoke of 
being found in the needy, 
that in ministering to the 
hungry, thirsty and sick we 
in reality are ministering to 
Him (Matthew 25: 31-46).  
 May Christmas linger 
long for each of us as we 
move forward into the new 
year, listening for voices 
that we hear say, “Dear God, 
is this the place?” 

 Pastor Rigby 
   

“Dear God, Is This the Place?” (continued from the back page) 

Don’t forget to order your 
Angel Food!  Log onto their 
web site or stop by the 
church for January’s menu 
and to order your meals!  
The dates are on the calen-
dar,  page 5. 
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What’s New In the Library 
 Stormie O'Martian is 
well known for her Power of 
Praying books, and her new-
est is a collection of devotions 
and prayers titled The Power 
of Praying Through the Bi-
ble.  See how prayer in every 
situation makes room for God 
to touch your life. 

     In the Shadow of Lions, by 
Ginger Garrett is a sweep-
ing historical tale set dur-

ing the reign of Henry VIII.  
It is the story of two women, 

their guardian angels, and 
a mysterious book -- a 

book that outrages some, in-
spires others, and launches the 
Protestant Reformation.  The 
Way We Were, by Judy Baer, 
takes place at a college reun-
ion.  Time seems to disappear 
as the four former roommates 
reconnect.  As they uncover 
old secrets and wounds, they 
find healing and encourage-
ment. 
     Lexi Stuart is at a critical 
crossroads in Let Them Eat 
Cake, by Sandra Byrd.  She's 
done with college but still liv-
ing at home, ready to launch a 

career but unable to find a job, 
and solidly stalled between 
boyfriends.  When the Soul 
Mends, by Cindy Woodsmall, 
has Hannah Lapp reluctantly 
returning to the Old Order 
Amish community after a des-
perate phone call from her 
sister.  She must choose be-
tween the Englischer world 
and the man who restored her 
hope, or returning permanently 
to the plain life and her first 
love. 

Lynn Ward, Librarian 

 

Bible Verse for January: 
“Jesus is the Light of the 

World”   John 8: 12 
  
 Happy New Year from all 
of us at the Children’s Center. 
All of our families were very 
magnanimous again this year. 
We collected many boxes of 
non-perishable food, all of 
which went to our food pantry 
here at Mount Hope, as they 
had a huge increase in the 
number of families that 
needed help this year. Gener-
ous parents  joined our staff 
and the Education Committee 
in adopting a local family with 
three teenage children, and our 
annual hat and mitten tree was 

filled even more than usual. 
The families know how impor-
tant it is to teach their children 
the true meaning of the Christ-
mas Season. 
 January seems quiet after 
all of the excitement of the 
Christmas Holiday. We begin 
evaluating the children to make 
sure that they are all on track 
for their age-appropriate skill 
level. The children have read-
ing contests that conclude with 
ice cream parties at the end of 
the month. They study polar 
animals, and the colors of the 
month are black and white 
(think penguins!). This month 
our 3-year old class will be 
having their pajama party.  

 January’s Fruit of the 
Spirit is “kindness.”  Our 2-year 
old class will host our chapel on 
Wednesday, January 29th and 
Thursday, the 30th at approxi-
mately 11:30 a.m. 
 We will begin our in-house 
registration for the 2009-2010 
school year; registration forms 
go home with my newsletter at 
the beginning of this month.  
As always, we invite you to 
come and visit our program and 
our happy children!  If you 
would like more information, 
please call 610.558.0442.  
 We wish you and yours a 
blessed New Year! 
  Kris Leary 
 Director 

Children’s Center News 

If You’re Going to Have a Wedding 
 Years ago, when 
Johnny Carson was the host 
of The Tonight Show,  he 
interviewed an eight-year 
old boy. The young man 
was asked to appear because 
he had rescued two friends 
in a coal mine outside his 
hometown in West Virginia. 
As Johnny questioned the 
boy, it became apparent to 

him and the audience that the 
young man was a Christian. So 
Johnny asked him if he attended 
Sunday school. When the boy 
said he did, Johnny inquired, 
“What are you learning in Sun-
day school?” 
  “Last week,” came his 
reply, “our lesson was about 
when Jesus went to a wedding 
and turned water into wine.” The 

audience roared, but Johnny 
tried to keep a straight face. 
Then he said, “And what did you 
learn from that story?” 
 The boy squirmed in his 
chair. It was apparent he hadn’t 
thought about this. But then he 
lifted up his face and said, “If 
you’re going to have a wedding, 
make sure you invite Jesus!” 



Mount Hope Youth are 
in preparation  of starting 
our own web sight.  
www.mthopeyouthgroup.
org will be the site for 
Youth news and informa-
tion.  This will aide in our 
ability to effectively com-
municate plans and ideas 
with our youth.  The web 
site should be ready for 
access early in January 
2009.  In this way our 
youth can access the site 
for any snow  emergen-
cies or  adjustments for 
activities prior to the 
event.  E-mails will also 
continue to be sent to as 

many of you as possible.  
The web site will also al-
low feedback and follow-
up with current lessons 
being taught on Sunday 
nights.  This will also be a 
way for our youth to 
share about Youth Group 
with their friends.  Some-
one has said that we live 
in an age where people 
will visit your church on-
line way before they visit 
it in person.  Look for 
details as to the begin-
nings of this new ministry 
for our youth.  See you 
on the web! 

The “Fuzzy Slippers” girls’ Bible study continues  their lessons in learning to be 
the teenage girl God wants you to be.  Please contact Lynne Bigas or Linda 
Schmitt for more information. (fuzzieleaders@comcast.net) 

Our boys Bible study, “Muddy Boots,” continues to study “The Domino Effect” - 
Good vs. Evil by Wayfarer Ministries. Please contact Karl Babiak for more infor-
mation. (kbabiak@comcast.net)          

Mount Hope Youth Web Site 

Youth Bible Studies Continue 

Winter Issue 

Mount Hope Youth 

Jr. Sr. High Leaders 
Cindy Babiak 
Karl Babiak 
Janice Crozier 
Elaine Faulkner 
Dana Messick 
Jim Powell 
Lauren Plummer 
Dan Vickers 
Pastor Phil Ealy 

 
KFC Leaders 

Robin Powell 
Chris Bergeman 
Bill Faulkner 
Dave Saville 
Judy Brower 
Sara Kiker 
Sandra Crockett 
 

Mount Hope United Methodist Church Aston, PA 

January 2009 



Mount Hope Youth Group and Kids for Christ are Ministries of  
Mount Hope United Methodist Church 
4020 Concord Road 
Aston, PA 19014 
610-459-0248 mthopeyouthgroup@comcast.net 

*Mount Hope is actively pursuing someone to help Youth Fellowship and KFC 
through a part-time Youth Pastor position.  Please pray that the Lord will lead the 
right person to us.   
*January 25th Chris Tomlin concert at the Electric Factory in Philadelphia.  Meet at 
the church at 5:30pm. Tickets are $22 for youth and $25 for adults.  We only have 
25 tickets, so reserve yours today.  Deadline for a paid order is January 18th! 
*The Sr. High Youth Group will be planning a 30hour famine in the spring—a time 
to focus and pray for those in the world who live day to day without enough to eat.   
*Plans are being made for a Summer Youth Trip to Daytona Beach FL.  This will 
be with the organization “Student Life” which hosted the Youth Missions trip last 
summer.  The speaker for the week will be Louis Giglio, who is a powerful motiva-
tor-evangelist; The worship leader is Chris Tomlin.  Watch YF news for details! 

What’s Happening in the Future? 

Page 2 Mount Hope Youth 

Schedule of  Events 
January 3rd—4th Youth Fel-
lowship BOYS “Lock in” . 
Meet at the church at 6pm. 
 
January 4th  No YF or 
KFC 
 
January 11th KICKOFF 
6:30pm 
 
January 13 & 27 Fuzzy Slip-
pers 7:30pm 
 
January 15 & 29 Muddy 
Boots 8:30 pm 
 
January 25 Jr/Sr High Chris 
Tomlin Concert 5:30pm 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3Boys 
“Lock-
in” 

4No YF 
or KFC 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11Kick
-off 

12 13 
Fuzzy 

14 
 

15 
Muddy 

16 17 

18YF & 
KFC 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25KFC 
C. Tomlin 
Concert  

26 27 
Fuzzy 

28 
 

29 
Muddy 

30 31 

       

January 2009 



January 2009 Calendar of Events
This Update Printed: Wednesday, December 17, 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

New Year's Day
Office Clo sed

YF Boys Lock-In (6,  FH)

Co mmunio n
Epiphany  Sunday

YF Boys Lock-In (6,  FH)
9:00 AM & 10:30 Ange l Food

orders (HH)
9:15 AM - 10 :45 a.m. Library o pen
9:30 AM Confirmation Class

(HH)

9:00 AM Library Open
12:00  PM VOAD mtg  (L)
7:00 PM Angel Food Orde r (HH)
7 :1 5  PM Ark  BS (Owsley )
7:30 PM Se la h Bible Study

9:00 AM Library Open
7 :0 0  PM 9 30  Reh  (S)
7 :0 0  PM Baptism Sem (L)
7:00 PM Kelli Girls BS (home)

9:00 AM Library Open
9:15 AM MHCC Moms' Prayer

group  (213)
9:30 AM Staff Mtg (L)
1:00 PM Angel Food ordr (HH)
6:30 PM Devotionals (HH)
7 :0 0  PM Trustees (L)
7:30 PM Bells of Hope (104)

9:00 AM Library Open
11:00  AM Busy Be avrs(Kit)
4:00 PM WOH Dea dline (Ofc)
7 :0 0  PM San ctuary  Cho ir

(21 6 )

9:00 AM Library Open 4:00 PM Co-Wed Party  (HH)

9:00 AM & 10:30 Ange l Food
orders (HH)

9:15 AM - 10 :45 a.m. Library o pen
9:30 AM Confirmation Class

(FH)
6:30 PM YF Winter  K ic koff (HH,

YF Rm)

9:00 AM Library Open
9 :3 0  AM Ang el Foo d orders

(HH)
7:00 PM Men 's Felwshp  (L)

9:00 AM Library Open
7 :0 0  PM 9 30  Reh  (S)
7 :0 0  PM Ad Bd (HH)
7 :3 0  PM Fuzzy Slip p ers Girls

Bb l Stdy  (6 )

9:00 AM Library Open
9:15 AM MHCC Moms' Prayer

group  (213)
9:30 AM Staff Mtg (L)
6:30 PM Devotionals (HH)
6:30 PM Education (L)
7:15 PM J.O.Y.  Singers Reh

(103)
7:30 PM Bells of Hope (104)

9:00 AM Library Open
7 :0 0  PM San ctuary  Cho ir

(21 6 )
8:30 PM Muddy Boots BS (2)

9:00 AM Library Open 1 0:0 0 AM Angel Fo o d pick-up
(HH)

4 :0 0  PM Co -Wed Party (Sn o w
d ate) HH)

Human Relations Day
9:15 AM - 10 :45 a.m. Library o pen
9:30 AM Confirmation Class

(FH)
6:30 PM KFC (FH)
6 :3 0  PM YF SrHi (2 ,6 )

Martin Luther King
Day

Office Clo sed
7 :1 5  PM Ark  BS (Owsley )
7:30 PM Se la h Bible Study

9:00 AM Library Open
7 :0 0  PM 9 30  Reh  (S)
7:00 PM Kelli Girls BS (home)
7:00 PM SPR (L)

9:00 AM Library Open
9:15 AM MHCC Moms' Prayer

group  (213)
9:30 AM Staff Mtg (L)
6:30 PM Pa re nt Seminar Series

(HH)
7:30 PM Bells of Hope (104)

9:00 AM Library Open
7 :0 0  PM San ctuary  Cho ir

(21 6 )

9:00 AM Library Open

9:15 AM - 10 :45 a.m. Library o pen
9:30 AM Confirmation Class

(FH)
5:30 P M Chris Tomlin (Elec F actory)
6:30 PM KFC (FH)

9:00 AM Library Open
7:00 PM Men 's Felwshp  (L)

9:00 AM Library Open
7 :0 0  PM 9 30  Reh  (S)
7:00 PM Worship Com  (L)
7 :3 0  PM Fuzzy Slip p ers Girls

Bb l Stdy  (6 )

9:00 AM Library Open
9:15 AM MHCC Moms' Prayer

group  (213)
9:30 AM Staff Mtg (L)
6:30 PM Pa re nt Seminar Series

(HH)
7:30 PM Bells of Hope (104)

9:00 AM Library Open
7 :0 0  PM San ctuary  Cho ir

(21 6 )
8:30 PM Muddy Boots BS (2)

9:00 AM Library Open

MHCC Closed

Lib rary Clo sed

6:00 PM YF Jr/Sr Hi Retreat

W eek  of Pray er for Ch ristian  Unity

6:00 PM YF Jr/Sr Hi ...

W eek  of Pray er for Ch ri...
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Community Events: 
Sundays - 6:00 p.m. Cub Dens 1 & 5 
Mondays - 7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Trp 292 
Tuesdays – 8:30 pm AA (FH) 
Wednesdays - 6:30 p.m. Wolf Den (101) 
Thursdays – 6:00 pm AA (FH) 
Fridays - Cub Den 2 (101) 
1st Friday - Pack 77 Parents (FH) 
3rd Friday  - Cub Pack 77 (FH)  

Every Sunday: 
Worship at 
8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  
Sunday School for all ages 
at  9:30 a.m.  
 

 



4020 Concord Road 
Aston  PA  19014-1299 

Phone: 610-459-0248 
Fax: 610-459-9641 
Email: office@mthope.org 
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M O U N T  H O P E  
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

 As I write this for Janu-
ary’s Word of Hope,  it is just 
the middle of December. With 
Christmas not yet upon me it is  
a good thing too because there 
is much for me to do between 
now and then: 2 sermons to 
prepare, gifts to wrap and cards 
to send. But my heart has also 
known the spiritual joy of the 
Season as from time to time 
I’ve paused to remember the 
Christmas story, and, just now, 
its connection with something 
experienced by a Methodist 
minister of my acquaintance, 
while she served a church in 
Philadelphia.  
 Sarah Beaman (now re-
tired) related to me how one 
Christmas Sunday, during ser-

vice, she had looked out at her 
congregation and observed a 
person she didn’t recognize. 
She was obviously a visitor 
because she was oriental and 
the church had no oriental 
members. 
 After worship the visitor 
hung back until everyone had 
left for home, then made her 
way to Sarah at the door. She 
took Sarah’s hand and looked 
up inquiringly. Sarah smiled, 
said “Good morning!” and how 
nice it was to meet her. The 
woman smiled and bowed and 
after a moment spoke … in 
Chinese. And it was soon clear 
that Chinese was all she could 
speak. Now what, thought 
Sarah, drawing her back into 

the sanctuary and motioning for 
her to be seated. 
 Then an idea struck her. 
She had in the congregation a 
woman who had lived some 
years before in China and 
served as a Methodist mission-
ary there. But how was she to 
get the two together? Grace had 
been one of the first out the 
door so she was unavailable … 
or so it seemed. 
 “Then,” Sarah told me, 
“just as I was pondering this I 
looked up and whom should I 
see? There was Grace, the re-
tired missionary! I couldn’t 
believe my eyes!” 
 She called to Grace and 
told her what a miracle it was 
that she was there and pointed 

“Dear God, Is This the Place?” 


